
Kanawha City Council 

Proceedings from August 11, 2026 

 

The Kanawha City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, August 11, 2026. Council 

members present were Dana Kraft, Tim Lodin, Chad Lang, Jessica Fowles, and Phyllis 

Jordanger.  Absent: None.  Also present were Maor Randy Yeakel, City Clerk Barb Baker and 

Superintendent of Public Works Ryan Oleson. Mayor Yeakel called the meeting to order at 6:00 

p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance led by Mayor Yeakel. 

 

During citizen comments Starla Hansen addressed the Council regarding the notice she received, 

noting that her last name was incorrect and she no longer owns the property referenced. She 

acknowledged the concern regarding her vehicle and stated she intends to have it removed soon. 

She also plans to clean up or remove a hedge and an ash tree. 

 

Jordanger made a motion to accept the consent agenda, including the correction to the July 14, 

2026, minutes to reflect that the Council met in regular session and to change the date of June 9 

to July 14. Seconded by Lang. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

1. Motion to approve July 14, 2026, Regular Council Minutes 

2. Motion to approve July 20, 2026, Special Council Minutes 

3. Motion to approve the Clerk’s Report 

4. Motion to approve payment of bills 

5. Motion to approve Special Class E Retail Alcohol License for Now & Forever IA, LLC 

6. Motion to approve Retail Tobacco Permit – Now & Forever IA, LLC 

7. Motion to approve Special Class C Retail Alcohol License for Blue Moose Saloon, LLC 

8. Motion to approve Special Class C Retail Alcohol License for Cloud Wine, LLC 

 

The following bills were presented to the Council: 

Ag Source   Chemicals   $29.25 

Garner Leader   Publications   $243.50 

MARC    Blue Wipes, Hand Cleaner $221.95 

P.F. Pettibone & Co  Minutes book, Paper  $235.50 

Hancock County Sheriff  Protective Services  $10,000.00 

Menards   Rotary Hammer, Chisel $195.99 

Well Fargo   Printer    $210.00 

CID    Pull-Towels   $112.00 

One Call   Locates   $44.30 

Comm 1- Fire   Communications  $47.04 

Comm 1   Communications  $572.49 

Indeed    Advertisment   $512.69 

TQ Tech   Anti-virus   $85.40 

Amazon   Paper,labels,folders,etc $654.07 

R&M     Filters    $159.15 

BMC    1” Clean   $104.45 

VISA    Pizza,Canva,Indeed  $613.02 



Layton Sousa   Building Permit  $50.00 

MCI    communications  $66.43 

Swenson’s   MAPP Pro Fuel  $31.98 

DNR    Waste Water Permit  $210.00  

Visual Edge   Printer    $14.95 

Gold-Eagle   Fuel    $578.62 

USA Bluebook  Chemicals   $840.57 

Lodin Lawncare  Spray    $65.00 

The following bills were also approved for payment: 

Kanawha Community Pool Donation   $14,000.00 

Heath Tulp   Coach    $333.34 

Kylie Cox   Coach    $333.33 

Brandon Douglas  Coach     $333.33 

Wellmark   Insurance   $3,309.65 

Alliant Energy   Electric   $4,033.90 

Gold-Eagle   Fire June Fuel   $301.61 

Postmaster   UB Postage   $141.05 

Principle    Benefit    $80.12 

IPERS    Benefit    $2,125.19 

IRS    941    $3,247.91 

WET Tax       $718.30 

Withholding       $1,106.49 

Workforce Dev      $21.69 

Amazon   Supplies & Books  $361.66 

Ingram    Books    $450.84 

Wright County Ind.  Newspaper Renew  $92.00 

First Citizens   Loan Payment   $8,349.65 

Gold-Eagle   Fire July Fuel, Salt  $315.95 

Payroll    July Payroll   $14,465.46 

Claims Total:       $70,019.82 

 

Jordanger moved approval of the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Lodin.  All were in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Yeakel discussed a safety concern on West 5th Street from Walnut Street to the bridge, 

noting that grass and dirt have begun to build up along the edge of the roadway, causing water to 

accumulate on the road. The County will provide a quote to address the issue, and Ryan will 

assist with the work to help reduce costs. 

The Clerk reported one water service disconnect due to non-payment. 

Sheriff’s report was presented to council for review.  

 



Superintendent Oleson reported that excess grout was cleaned from the block on the remaining 

Miller building. He plans to paint the block white before Labor Day to improve its appearance 

and add additional loads of road stone to level the lot and remove excess steel. The third lagoon 

cell is nearing a low enough level to remove the old drain system and prevent a leak issue similar 

to the second cell. The crossover pipe between the second and third cells also needs to be 

repaired so the cells can be isolated if necessary. Street cleaning and weed control are ongoing in 

preparation for Labor Day. Trees overhanging the parade routes and other areas will also be 

trimmed. Oleson has been training council person Lang on water testing as an additional backup. 

Lodin moved approval of reports of officers and employees.  Seconded by Lang.  All in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

The second reading of proposed Ordinance #071426, regarding amendments to the City’s truck 

routes, was conducted. Council member Kraft moved to approve the second reading. Council 

member Lodin seconded the motion. All members present voted in favor, and the motion carried. 

 

The first reading of proposed Ordinance #081126, regarding amendments to property owner 

responsibilities for high water usage, was presented. Council member Lodin moved to approve 

the first reading. Council member Jordanger seconded the motion. All members present voted in 

favor. Motion carried. 

Resolution No. 2026-12: A resolution regarding public records request policy was presented. 

Council member Fowles moved to approve the resolution. Council member Kraft seconded the 

motion. All members present voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion was held regarding the status of junk vehicle abatements. The City sent 37 letters to 

residents, with 22 vehicles remaining on the list. The Council will await guidance from the City 

Attorney before proceeding with the remaining abatements. The Council also requested a 

Facebook post thanking residents who have already begun cleaning up their properties and 

removing junk vehicles. 

Discussion was held regarding compensation for the T-Ball coaches for the current season. The 

total payout will be $1,000.00, to be divided equally among the three coaches. Moving forward, 

a contract will be put in place outlining compensation and expectations for all coaches. Council 

member Fowles made a motion to approve the $1,000.00 total payout. Council member 

Jordanger seconded the motion. Council member Lodin abstained from the discussion and vote. 

All other members present voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion was held regarding the rental of the City Park facilities by Youth Activities for Labor 

Day celebration activities from September 3–7, 2026, for a fee of $1.00. Council member 

Jordanger made a motion to approve the rental. Council member Fowles seconded the motion. 

All members present voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion was held regarding making the City’s contribution to the Kanawha Community Pool 

in one payment rather than two separate payments this year. A donation of $14,000.00 to the 

Kanawha Community Pool was proposed. Council member Lodin made a motion to approve the 



$14,000.00 donation. Council member Lang seconded the motion. Council member Fowles 

abstained from the discussion and vote. All other members present voted in favor. Motion 

carried. 

Discussion was held regarding the open Police Chief position. The city has additional interviews 

scheduled and will continue interviewing interested candidates. No action was taken. 

Discussion was held regarding the repair/replacement of the City Hall roof. Three bids were 

reviewed. Council Member Jordanger made a motion to accept the bid from Mid-West Roofing 

Company in the amount of $69,650.00. Council Member Fowles seconded the motion. All 

members present voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion was held regarding the park bathroom and City Hall cleaning position. The Council 

will develop a list of duties and responsibilities, expected hours, and consider whether to split the 

work into two separate positions, one for City Hall cleaning and one for park bathroom 

maintenance. Compensation is still being discussed. No decision was made, and the matter was 

tabled until a future meeting. 

Discussion was held regarding the Trees Forever grant application. The grant application was 

presented to the Council for review. The city is still waiting for a letter of support from West 

Hancock School Superintendent Jason McLaughlin, which will be included if received prior to 

the application deadline. The Council approved submitting the $50,000 grant application for city 

tree removal and replanting, as well as community tree education. 

Discussion was held regarding several resident complaints, including a loose dog, neighborhood 

cats, street parking concerns, and broken tree branches. Superintendent Oleson will follow up on 

the dog complaint and inspect the reported tree branch near the power line. The city will offer a 

live trap for the cats. The possibility of one-sided parking on side streets was discussed and 

tabled. Continued complaints regarding children operating e-bikes, scooters, and golf carts were 

also discussed. The Clerk will continue posting safety and ordinance information on Facebook, 

and Council members will speak with parents as needed. 

With there being no further business at hand, a motion for adjournment was made by Fowles at 

8:04 pm and seconded by Lodin.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

______________________    ___________________________ 

Barb Baker, City Clerk    Randolph Yeakel, Mayor 

 

 


