
Kanawha City Council 

Proceedings from July 14, 2026 

 

The Kanawha City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, June 9, 2026. Council members 

present were Dana Kraft, Tim Lodin, Chad Lang, Jessica Fowles. Phyllis Jordanger attended at 

6:06 p.m.  Also present were Maor Randy Yeakel, City Clerk Barb Baker and Superintendent 

of Public Works Ryan Oleson. Mayor Yeakel called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 

 

Lodin made a motion to accept the consent agenda.  Seconded by Kraft. All were in favor. 

Motion carried. 

1. Motion to approve the Minutes 

2. Motion to approve the Clerk’s Report 

3. Motion to approve payment of bills 

4. Motion to approve Special Class C Retail Alcohol License for Lucky Wife Wine Slushies 

 

The following bills were presented to the Council: 

Ag Source   Testing     $454.85 

Amazon   Basketball rims, notary stamp, 

    Paper, pens, coffee, flag, chalk $326.84 

Barb Baker   Reimbursement- Battery  $6.59 

Shirley Baker    Reimbursement- Flowers  $111.45 

Banyon   Support    $2,990.00 

CIT    Repairs    $12,801.01 

Comm 1   Communications   $614.77 

DNR    Annual Fee    $70.83 

Emma Faust   Window Art    $150.00 

Forge & Build   Concrete Premix   $59.44 

Gold- Eagle   Fuel     $592.11 

Hancock Co Comm  Allocation    $12,544.86 

Hancock Co Sheriff  Protective Services   $10,000.00 

Hawkins   Chemicals    $1,256.94 

IA One Call   Locates    $19.00 

Kay Parks   Garbage Cans    $1,491.00 

KC Nielsen   Rod     $35.71 

Leader    Publications    $452.88 

Lodin Lawncare  Spray     $630.00 

MCI    Communications    $75.10 

NIACOG   Membership Dues   $690.90 

Principal   Insurance     $80.12 

R&M    Filter, supply line   $69.10 

Swanson Customs  Clean storm drains   $5,425.00 

Swenson’s   Rake handle, rivet   $22.48 

Team Lad   Crack Filler, Road patch, paint $924.00 



TQ Tech   Inventory    $310.50 

Trulson’s   Service & Inspect Truck  $88.05 

US Cell   Communications   $204.92 

Visual Edge   Printer     $14.95 

Wells Fargo   Printer     $82.70 

Water Deposits  Reimbursement   $1,650.00 

Wellmark   Insurance    $3,309.65 

The following report was given to the council of bills paid June 10 – July 14, 2026 

USPS    Box Fee    $126.00 

VISA    Library Supplies   $171.15 

Nutrition Action  Magazine Renewal   $29.99 

Magnolia Journal  Magazine Renewal    $28.00 

CIT Sewer Solutions  Sewer Repairs    $16,278.28 

Barb Baker   Reimbursement-Class   $738.72 

Gordon Flesch   Copier     $37.63 

Petty Cash   Library     $50.74 

Alliant Energy   Electric    $3,361.20 

Layton Sousa   Building Permits   $100.00 

Ryan Oleson   Reimbursement-Markers  $16.95 

Gold-Eagle   Fire Dept. Fuel   $76.34 

KC Neilsen   Brake Fluid    $24.33 

Trulsons   Carburetor Smeal #738  $1,753.98 

Conway Shield  4 Pair Mitts    $432.50 

Ryan Oleson   Cafeteria Plan    $238.32 

People     Magazine Renewal   $147.66 

North IA Libraries  Beacon System Support  $1,022.35 

Love of Quilting  Magazine Renewal   $39.95 

Amazon   Library Supplies   $139.43 

Cody Bonnstetter Auto Towing    $500.00 

Layon Sousa   Building Permits   $50.00 

Over Drive Inc.  e-book content fee   $490.82 

Garner Public Library  Book Page Magazine   $26.28 

VISA    Library Supplies   $390.80 

Grafton Public Library Book     $12.99 

Gordon Flesch   Printer Contract   $22.65 

Jessica Fowles   Council Pay    $120.00 

Tim Lodin   Council Pay    $80.00 

Chad Lang   Council Pay    $120.00 

Dana Kraft   Council Pay    $90.00 

Phyllis Jordanger  Council Pay    $120.00 

Randolph Yeakel  Mayor Pay    $300.00 

Jim Weiss   Payroll     $220.00 

Ryan Oleson   Payroll     $7,503.39 



Justin Walk    Payroll    $810.00 

Barb Baker    Payroll    $5,728.93 

Christine Guthmiller   Payroll    $2,120.00 

Claims Total 

General Fund        $70,648.59 

Library Fund        $2,498.37 

Fire Department Fund       $547.04 

Road Use Fund       $1,135.39 

Employee Benefits Fund      $3,389.77  

LOST-Eco Dev/Misc Rev Fund     $111.45 

Water Fund        $3,599.04 

Sewer Fund        $13,721.02 

Storm Water Fund       $5,425.00 

 

Kraft made a motion to approve the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Lang.  All were in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Yeakel provided an update on the City's ongoing efforts to explore law enforcement 

coverage options and address public concerns regarding police services. The mayor also 

discussed strategies for addressing complaints related to junk and inoperable vehicles, including 

potential nuisance abatements to improve the appearance and safety of the community. 

Additionally, the Mayor reported on the City's efforts to address ash trees and other dead or 

dying trees located within the community. Discussion included removal options, expanding the 

scope of the current tree removal project, and developing a long-term plan for replacement tree 

plantings in public spaces. 

 

Sheriff’s report was presented to council for review.  

 

Superintendent Oleson reported that all storm sewers were cleaned during the past month using a 

vac truck, which also allowed the storm sewer system to be power washed. He completed the 

required NPDES permit sampling and submitted the permit following receipt of laboratory 

results.  He is evaluating modifications to the lift station floats to prevent them from catching on 

the ladder, which could cause one or both pumps to run dry. Jason Rosauer of Quality Pump and 

Control will inspect the lift station and provide a quote for recommended improvements. 

Looking ahead, Superintendent Oleson plans to clean the aerator and detention tank at the water 

treatment plant and suggested purchasing a power washer to assist with ongoing maintenance. 

 

Fowles moved approval of reports of officers.  Seconded by Jordanger.  All in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

 

The Council continued its discussion regarding the vacant Police Chief position and reviewed the 

applications received. Staff was directed to schedule interviews with two candidates, with further 

discussion and potential action to follow after the interview process. 

 

The Council reviewed the TQ Technologies inventory report and approved the addition of 

antivirus protection for the City's computer system at an annual cost of $30. 



 

The Council reviewed photos provided by Sibling Roofing documenting potential hail damage to 

City building roofs. After discussion, the Council decided to have an additional contractor 

evaluate the roofs prior to submitting a claim to the insurance company if necessary. 

 

The first reading of proposed Ordinance #071426, regarding amendments to the City’s truck 

routes, was conducted. Council Member Jordanger moved to approve the first reading. Council 

Member Kraft seconded the motion. All members present voted in favor, and the motion carried. 

 

The Council opened three sealed bids received for tree removal services. After discussion, the 

Council decided to postpone action and further evaluate the scope of work and options before 

making a decision. 

 

Fowles moved approval of the appointment of Carmen Myers to the Kanawha Library Board.  

The motion was seconded by Lodin.  All were in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The Council reviewed two quotes for radar traffic control equipment. After discussion, no 

decision was made at this time. The matter will remain under consideration for future discussion. 

 

After extensive discussion, the Council agreed to begin moving forward with addressing junk 

and inoperable vehicle abatements within the City.  A committee was established consisting of 

Mayor Yeakel and Council Members Kraft and Jordanger. 

The committee will begin by encouraging voluntary compliance through public outreach, 

including a Facebook announcement, door hangers, and personal visits from committee 

members. The goal is to work with residents to remove junk vehicles from their properties 

without the need for formal action involving the City Attorney.  All residents with vehicles 

currently in violation of City ordinances will be notified in the near future. 

 

Council reviewed and approved resolution 2026-10, a resolution updating the Rules of Procedure 

governing the conduct of business of the City Council.  Council Member Fowles moved to 

approve Resolution 2026-10. Council Member Lodin seconded the motion. Upon vote, all 

members voted in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Jordanger then offered the following resolution and moved for adoption of the same: 

 

RESOLUTION 2026-11 

ANNUALLY DESIGNATING THE OFFICIAL LOCATION FOR POSTING PUBLIC 

MEETING NOTICES 

WHEREAS, Iowa Code section 21.4, as amended effective July 1, 2026, requires governmental 

bodies to annually designate an official, prominent, and conspicuous location where notices of 

public meetings will be posted and visible to the public; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Kanawha, Iowa, desires to comply with the 

requirements of Iowa law while providing residents with a consistent and easily accessible 

location for viewing public meeting notices; and 



WHEREAS the City of Kanawha maintains an official website on which meeting notices and 

agendas will also be posted in accordance with Iowa law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Kanawha, Iowa, 

that the front door of Kanawha City Hall, located at 121 N. Main Street, Kanawha, Iowa, is hereby 

designated as the City’s official, prominent, and conspicuous location for the posting of notices 

of meetings of the City Council and all other governmental bodies of the City, with such notices 

to remain visible to the public. The City Clerk is further authorized to post meeting notices and 

agendas on the City’s official  website in accordance with Iowa Code Chapter 21. Nothing in this 

resolution shall prohibit the City from posting duplicate courtesy notices at additional locations 

or by other means intended to further inform the public.  

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 14th day of July, 2026. 

BY ORDER OF THE COUNCIL  

                                                         __________________________ 

                    Randolph Yeakel, Mayor  

ATTEST:  ___________________________ 

       Barb Baker, City Clerk 

The motion to approve the resolution was seconded by Lang.  All in favor. Motion carried. 

The Council discussed the possibility of adopting a water leakage ordinance to address unusually 

high-water usage resulting from leaks. Following discussion, the Council directed the City Clerk 

to prepare a draft ordinance for consideration at the next regular council meeting. 

 

The Council discussed pursuing grant funding to support the City's urban forestry efforts. The 

Council directed the City Clerk to apply for the Trees Forever Grant to assist with the removal of 

ash trees and other dead or dying trees. The Council also directed the Clerk to apply for the 

Alliant Energy Community Tree Planting Grant to help fund the planting of replacement trees 

throughout the community. 

 

The mayor reported that complaints regarding e-bikes have decreased. The Council encouraged 

continued public education by reminding riders to stop at stop signs, obey all traffic laws, and 

wear a helmet. Staff was directed to share these safety reminders on the City's Facebook page. 

 

The Council opened and reviewed two quotes for repairs to the town clock. Following 

discussion, the Council accepted the quote from K & C Electric in the amount of $871.76 to 

complete the repairs.  Superintendent Ryan Oleson reported that he has narrowed down the 

location of the damaged underground electrical line serving the clock, which will assist with 

completing the necessary repairs. 

 

Lang moved approval of entering into an audit agreement for year 25-26 with Fort & Shlegel.  

The motion was seconded by Lodin.  All members voted unanimously in favor.  Motion carried. 

 



The Council discussed compensation for Emma Faust's July 4th–Labor Day window artwork. 

Following discussion, the Council approved payment in the amount of $150.00 for the seasonal 

display. 

The Council expressed appreciation for Emma's work and indicated interest in having her create 

additional seasonal window artwork in the future, including displays for fall, winter, and other 

holidays or community events. 

 

The Council discussed a couple of items for future consideration, including addressing trees 

overhanging public sidewalks, vehicles parked across sidewalks that obstruct pedestrian access, 

and coordinating Council participation in serving the community meal over the Labor Day 

weekend. 

 

With there being no further business at hand, a motion for adjournment was made by Fowles and 

seconded by Lang.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

______________________    ___________________________ 

Barb Baker, City Clerk    Randolph Yeakel, Mayor 

 

 


